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 PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD APRIL 13, 2025

ST. ROCCO 
PARISH DIRECTORY 

 

927 Atwood Avenue Johnston, RI 02919 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

        Office Hours: Monday ~ Thursday 8:00AM ~ 3:00PM 
Closed on Friday’s 

 

Parish Website 
churchofsaintrocco.org 

 
Fr. Angelo N. Carusi, Pastor……………….........  942-5203 
 frcarusi@gmail.com 
 
Rev. Mr. Robert P. Troia, Deacon..……..…..…… 942-5203 
 
Mrs. Stephanie Fava, Secretary……………..…...  942-5203 
 churchofstrocco@gmail.com 
 Fax # 464-6422 
 
Mr. Christopher A. Caramello, Music Director...........692-5270 
 musicaasanrocco@gmail.com  
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
931 Atwood Avenue 
Johnston, RI 02919 ~ email~ srcccdoffice@gmail.com 
Mrs. Megan Reitz  Director……………. ..944-6040 
 
ST. ROCCO’S SCHOOL 
 
Main Office: 944-2993 Fax # - 944-3019 
   931 Atwood Avenue 
   Johnston, RI 02919 
Mrs. Melissa D’Amico, Principal 
mdamico@stroccoschool.org 
 

Mrs. Marcia Montecalvo, Assistant Principal 
mmontecalvo@stroccoschool.org 
 
PARISH MASS/CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
Saturday Evening Mass: 5:00 PM 
Sunday Masses: 8:00 AM (Bi-Lingual Italian/English) 
  10:00 AM, 12:00 Noon 
Weekday Mass: 7:00 AM 
Saturday Morning & Legal Holidays   8:00 AM 
Confessions: Saturday 11:00 AM ~ 12:00 PM & 4:00 PM or 
anytime by appointment; please call the Rectory Office.  
 
ADORATION 
Every Saturday morning from 8:30 AM to 12:00 Noon  
 
NOVENA DEVOTIONS 
Tuesday Evenings: 6:00 PM 
Rosary and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament with Novena 
Prayers to St. Rocco, St. Anthony and St. Jude.  
 
LEGION OF MARY 
Wednesday Evenings:  6:00 PM Rectory Office Conference Room 
 
SICK PARISHONERS 
Please notify the Rectory when a parishioner or family member is 
confined at home, hospitalized or in a nursing home. 
 
BAPTISMS 
10:00 AM on the 1st Sunday of the month by previous appoint-
ment only. Sponsor certificates and birth certificates are required 
before date is set for a Baptism. Parental attendance at Parish Bap-
tism Preparation Program is also required.  
 
WEDDINGS  Contact Rectory Office at least 1 year before. 

From the Pastor’s Desk: 
 

     Each year when we read the Passion on Palm Sunday, 
we are disturbed at having to shout out "Crucify 
Him!"'·as one of the crowd’s responses. The Church, 
however, is wise to have the congregation speak the 
words of praise (Hosanna) and the words of condemna-
tion (Crucify Him). Many people go through life alter-
nating between these two acclamations in their relation-
ship with God. 
 

     When things are going well and all is right with the 
world; it's easy to praise God for all He’s done 
(Hosanna). Prayer comes easily, we maintain a positive 
attitude, and our faith couldn't be stronger. Then some-
thing goes wrong. The bottom drops out, we're faced 
with a challenge or something we don't understand. We 
pray but seem to get no response. Then comes the 
"Crucify Him!" shout. People get angry with God be-
cause they didn't get what they want. We don't under-
stand why things are happening in our lives, or why it's 
not turning out our way. Our prayers seem so reasona-
ble, after all, so how could God possible not answer? 
Although we would never admit it out of respect, these 
are the moments when we shout from our souls: Crucify 
Him. Just leave me alone, Lord. So, we stop praying, 
stop going to Mass, and blame God for all our woes and 
troubles. 
 

     The crowd shouted "Hosanna" because Jesus had 
done something fantastic: He raised Lazarus from the 
dead. Jesus is their superstar. The people don't hail Him 
because they believe in Him. A majority of them would-
n't identify Him as the source of eternal life. All they 
know is that He's a remarkable person Who does things 
they are in awe of. 
 

     What we find with both the Hosanna crowd and the 
Crucify Him crowd is a lot of superficiality. There is no 
depth of faith here. There's no real attachment to the Per-
son of Jesus or belief in His saving mission. It's all about 
"What can He do for me?" It's the shallowest religious 
existence…and sadly there’s still a lot of it going on to-
day. Jesus is either loved or despised not for who He is 
objectively; He's loved or despised because of how I 
think He's treated me. We insist on putting ourselves 
front and center when it comes to what we're willing to 
believe about God. This is sad. 
 

     The rituals of Holy Week unfold for us once again all 
that the Son of God does to redeem the world. Where 
and how will we spend this week? Are we going to 
spend it with Jesus and His Church or are we too busy, 
disinterested or distracted? We may be fickle people 
who alternate between praise and criticism of the Lord, 
but the saddest thing that can happen during Holy Week: 
no one present to make the responses of Hosanna/
Crucify Him. Those are the peoples' parts, not the Priest 
or Choir parts. I pray with all my heart that you will be 
present to take your special place in the Rites of Holy 
Week. Give your heart and presence to Jesus throughout 
this Holy Week as He gave everything up for you. 
                                                     God Bless, Fr. Carusi 

mailto:musicaasanrocco@gmail.com
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Mass Intentions for the Week 

Eternal Rest be given to: 
Maria Mariano ~ March 31st 

St. Rocco’s Church 
Religious Education 

 

Confirmation News 
 

 

Holy Week April 17th ~ 20th 
 

Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 
Easter Vigil, Easter Sunday  

 

Confirmation Candidates & Sponsors (or parents) 
must attend 3 of the 4 Services. 
 

Important Dates 
 

April 26th Confirmation Retreat 
 

9:00 AM ~ 3:00 PM 

MEMORIALS 
April 14th ~ 20th 

  

Altar Bread & Wine 
Eugene B. Rocchio & 

Victoria Rocchio 
 

Altar Candles 
Aura Giron & Milagros Vasquez 

 

Sanctuary Lamps 
Eugene B. Rocchio & Victoria Rocchio 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 14      
     Monday of Holy Week 
7:00 am ~ Parishioners of St. Rocco 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 15      
     Tuesday of Holy Week 
7:00 am ~ In honor of Christ’s Agony in the Garden 
 

6:00 pm ~ Novena & Lenten Spiritual Talk 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16     
     Wednesday of Holy Week 
7:00 am ~ Maria & Antonio Viveiros (Memorial) 
 

5:00-6:30 pm~ Confessions (Last time before Easter) 
 

THURSDAY, APRIL 17     
      Thursday of Holy Week ~ Holy Thursday 
8:00 am ~ Morning Prayer 
 

7:00 pm ~ Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 Church will remain open until 12:00 Midnight 
 for Adoration 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 18      
      Friday of the Passion of the Lord ~ Good Friday 
8:00 am ~ Morning Prayer 
 

3:00 pm ~ Living Stations of the Cross & Procession 
                  with St. Rocco Faith Formation Students 
 

7:00 pm ~ Liturgy of the Passion & 
  Veneration of the Cross 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 19     
     Holy Saturday 
8:00 am ~ Morning Prayer 

SATURDAY, APRIL 12     
Vigil of the Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

5:00 pm ~  Anthony & Jennie Miele (Memorial) 
   by sons Anthony & Gerald 
 

      Sarah Valante (Memorial) 
   by The Zayat Family 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 13      
     The Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
8:00 am ~ Virginia Tanzi (Memorial) 
   by daughter & son in law 
 
 
 

10:00 am ~  Deceased members of the DeFilippo Family 
       (Memorial)   by family 
 

      Mary & Angelo Tarro & Cosmo & Marie  
                  DeFilippo (Memorial) by family 
 
 

12:00 pm ~  Members of St. Rocco Memorial Shrine 

SATURDAY, APRIL 19     
     Holy Saturday 
8:00 pm ~ Easter Vigil 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20      
     Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
8:00 am ~ Anthony V. Sauro Sr. (Memorial) 
   by Frances Zanni & James Conti 
 

     Maria Mariano (Memorial) 
                                         by Frank & Rita Saccoccio 
 
 

10:00 am ~ Fausto LaManna (Memorial) 
                                          by wife & family 
 

       Keith E. Moore Jr. (Birthday Remembrance) 
                                          by mom, dad & family 
 
 

12:00 pm ~  “Colonel” Domenic Vacca (Memorial) 
                                          by family 
 

                      Anthony P. Mallane III (Memorial) 
                                           by Theresa Falco Grigsby 
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April 6, 2025 
Weekly Collection 

Envelopes and Loose Collection 
Total  = $6903.00 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Parish Beautification 

Total: $43.00 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Parish Outreach 
Total = $238.00 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Online Giving 

Total = $1529.50 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Other Donations/Collections 
$262.00 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Total number of  

envelopes used this week: 
 

1st collection  269   2nd collection 33 

 

The Catholic Charity Appeal makes it possible 
for families to provide their children with a Cath-
olic education by easing the financial burden of 
tuition. Our schools are not just places of learn-
ing—they are centers of faith, formation, and 
community where students can witness, share, 
and grow in the Catholic Faith. Rooted in Catholic 
values, our schools aim for academic excellence 
while nurturing spiritual, social, and emotional 
growth, shaping students into lifelong learners 
and promoters of the Gospel. To make a gift to the 
2025 Catholic Charity Appeal visit dioceseofprov-
idence.org/cca. Your generosity assists in passing 
on the faith to the next generation.  

 
Goal: $47,500.00 

Raised so far: $42,635.00 

      Bishop Bruce Alan Lewandowski, C.Ss.R. was ap-
pointed by the Holy Father, Pope Francis, as the tenth 
Bishop of Providence on Tuesday, April 8, 2025. 
 

     A native of Toledo, Ohio, His Excellency was born to 
the late Frances (Czelusta) and Robert Lewandowski, the 
second of four children to grow up on their farm. Since 
2020, he has served as Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore as 
well as Vicar for Hispanic Catholics and Vicar for Balti-
more City for the Archdiocese of Baltimore. In Septem-
ber 1988, he professed first vows in the Congregation of 
the Most Holy Redeemer, a religious order known as the 
Redemptorists, and completed his formation and educa-
tion at Saint Alphonsus College in Suffield, Connecticut 
where he earned a Bachelor of Arts in philosophy, Holy 
Redeemer College in Washington, and then Washington 
Theological Union where he earned a Master of Divinity 
degree. He was ordained to the Priesthood in the Basilica 
of the Immaculate Conception on May 7, 1994. 
 

     As a Redemptorist priest, Bishop Lewandowski min-
istered as an Associate Pastor of Saint Cecilia Parish in 
East Harlem, New York (1994-1999); Pastor of Immacu-
late Conception Parish in South Bronx, New York (1999 
to 2002); in missionary service as Assistant Pastor of 
Our Lady of the Assumption Parish in Vieux Fort, Saint 
Lucia, West Indies (2002 to 2005); Pastor of Our Lady 
of the Visitation Parish in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
(2005 to 2011); Vicar for Cultural Ministries for the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia (2011 to 2015); and Pastor 
of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Baltimore (2015 to 
2020). In 2019, Archbishop William Lori, Archbishop of 
Baltimore, named him archdiocesan Vicar for Hispanic 
Catholics. The Holy Father, Pope Francis, named then-
Father Lewandowski as an Auxiliary Bishop of Balti-
more on June 10, 2020. He was consecrated to the epis-
copacy in the Cathedral of Mary Our Queen in Baltimore 
on August 18, 2020. 
 

Welcome Bishop Lewandowski! 
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Holy Week Schedule 
 

Tuesday, April 15th  St. Rocco Novena ~ 6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, April 16th Confessions 5:00 ~ 6:30 PM 
    (Last time before Easter Sunday) 
 

Thursday, April 17th Morning Prayer ~ 8:00 AM 
    Mass of the Lord’s Supper ~ 7:00 PM 
     Church will remain open until 12:00 Midnight for Adoration 
 

Friday, April 18th  Morning Prayer ~ 8:00 AM 
   Living Stations of the Cross & Procession ~ 3:00 PM 
   with St. Rocco’s Faith Formation Students 
  Liturgy of the Passion & Veneration of the Cross ~ 7:00 PM 
 

Saturday, April 19th  Morning Prayer ~ 8:00 AM 
    Solemn Easter Vigil Mass ~ 8:00 PM 
 

Sunday, April 20th  Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
    Masses: 8:00 & 10:00 AM & 12:00 Noon 

Palm / Passion Sunday 
 

     Beginning in the fourth century in Jerusalem, Palm 
Sunday was marked by a procession of the faithful 
carrying palm branches, representing the Jews who 
celebrated Christ's entrance into Jerusalem. In the ear-
ly centuries, the procession began on the Mount of the 
Ascension and proceeded to the Church of the Holy 
Cross. 
 

     As the practice spread throughout the Christian 
world by the ninth century, the procession would 
begin in each church with the blessing of palms, pro-
ceed outside the church, and then return to the church 
for the reading of the Passion according to the Gospel 

of Matthew. The faithful would continue to hold the palms during the reading of the Passion. In this way, they 
would recall many of the same people who greeted Christ with shouts of joy on Palm Sunday would call for 
His Death on Good Friday; a powerful reminder of our own weakness and the sinfulness that causes us to re-
ject Christ. 
 

     In different parts of the Christian world, particularly where palms were historically hard to obtain, branch-
es of other bushes and trees were used, including olive, box elder, spruce, and various willows. Perhaps best 
known is the Slavic custom of using pussy willows, which are among the earliest of plants to bud out in the 
spring. The faithful have traditionally decorated their houses with the palms from Palm Sunday, and, in many 
countries, a custom developed of weaving the palms into crosses that were placed on home altars or other 
places of prayer. Since the palms have been blessed, they should not simply be discarded; rather, the faithful 
return them to their local parish in the weeks before Lent, to be burned and used as the ashes for Ash Wednes-
day. 

http://relevantradio.com/index.php
https://www.thoughtco.com/ash-wednesday-in-the-catholic-church-542463
https://www.thoughtco.com/ash-wednesday-in-the-catholic-church-542463
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   Saint Rocco School 
       Sharing the Love of the Heart of Christ! 

       931 Atwood Ave. •  Johnston, RI 02919 
    Tel: (401) 944-2993 • Fax: (401) 944-3019 

www.stroccoschool.org 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

            
Classroom News.. Miss Danielle Messier..Grade 1 

 

     We have been very busy here in first grade! We are in 
the third trimester, and we are working so hard to be ready 
for second grade. 
 

     In Writing, we are working on fables. We read and 
learned about many of Aesop’s fables, and now we are 
each writing our very own! We learned all about brain-
storming, drafting, revising, and finalizing writing. Student 
Treasures is working with us to turn us into published au-
thors! In just a few weeks, our stories and illustrations will 
come to life in hardcover books. We are so excited to show 
our families! 
 

     In Reading, we are about to start our unit on biog-
raphies. We are getting more and more confident and inde-

pendent with reading by the day. We 
absolutely love partner reading our 
weekly decodable books! 
 

     In Math, we have been working on 
counting coins. We are excited to be moving onto telling time soon! 
Then we will end the year with adding and subtracting two digit num-
bers.  
In Religion, we have been talking about the sea-
son of Lent. We each have our own Lent booklet 
that we colored and can read all on our own! 
 

     In Science, we started learning all about ani-
mal habitats. This week we talked about rainforests. Next month, we 
will be observing real live animals in habitats at our field trip to Rog-
er Williams Park Zoo! 
 

     This has been such a fun and memorable school year, and we can’t wait to see what the 
last couple months bring!  
 

St. Rocco School is Accepting Applications for the 2024-2025 School Year Grades 
PK 3 to 8th 

     We welcome you visit us for a tour and see why everyone is im-
pressed with St. Rocco School! If you are interested in having your 
child or know of a family interested in attending St. Rocco School, 
please have them contact our School Office at 944.2993 to schedule a 
personal tour. Tours are available Monday thru Friday after 3:00 PM 
and also on Saturday. 

http://www.stroccoschool.org


Next to St. Rocco’s • 401-919-5777

HILLVIEW AUTO BODY
401-232-1660
Fax 401-232-7650
105 Railroad Ave.

Johnston, RI 02919
www.hillviewautobody.com

912 Church of St. Rocco, Johnston, RI (I)  John Patrick Publishing Company • 800-333-3166 • www.jppc.net

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 

info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!  Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

Mallory’s Army Foundation

Message and data rates may apply.

Sponsor a Child, 
Change a Life

A Small Organization Doing 
Big Things for the Children of Haiti

Can $5 a week 
change his life?
Yes, it can.
Scan to fi nd out how. 

www.ProvHaitiOutreach.org

IN LOVINGIN LOVING
~ ~ Memory Memory ~ ~ 

EQIDIO & RUTHEQIDIO & RUTH
Your lives were full of loving deeds

Forever thoughtful of our needs
Today and tomorrow our whole lives through
We will always love, cherish and miss you

Forever in our hearts ~ Palmaccio FamilyForever in our hearts ~ Palmaccio Family

Either Ore Jewelers
1500 ATWOOD AVE., JOHNSTON

REPAIRS, CUSTOM WORK, APPRAISALS
WE BUY GOLD, STERLING & DIAMONDS

EitherOreJewelersOnline.com
Ralph Manzi

401-274-2126

C ’  A  B , I .
Thomas G. Casale

2741 Hartford Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919
401-934-3338 • 401-934-4444 • Fax: 401-934-3339 • c: 401-578-3338

casaleautobody@yahoo.com

CONTACT ME
Jim Bochiechio

jbochiechio@jppc.net
(781) 389-2198

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY 
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

Dimitri Law Offi  ces
   William C. Dimitri, Esq.
   Andrew R. Dimitri,Esq.

   T: 401-273-9092
  F: 401-331-1898

462 Broadway Providence, RI, 02909
“ For all your legal needs”

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK
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Woodlawn Funeral Homes, Inc.
600 Pontiac Ave., Cranston

421-0289
Family Owned and Operated for

4 Generations
Personalized, Compassionate Service with Dignity.
Susan M. Tasca, Director • Michael P. Tasca, President

Curreri Collision Center, Inc.
2160 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

401-934-2300
Lic. #286

Email: currericollision@gmail.com

D  W  D

Featuring full lines of Window Shading, Window Treatments, 
Shutters, Draperies, Valences, Bedspreads & Curtains.

NOW CARRYING SUNSETTER AWNINGS

Don Altieri - Usher/St. Mary’s
444 Budlong Rd., Cranston, RI

461-0990

MICHELETTI OIL
SERVICE

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Fuel Oil Slaes
987 Plainfi eld St., Johnston, RI

401-946-5055 • Nick Micheletti

Delmonico & Sons 
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

Anthony Delmonico
401-944-8840

M.P.#1522 • M.P.F.#5034

BRANCHBRANCH
Floor Covering, Inc. • Est. 1989

Ralph Buehrer
Commercial - Residential

Carpet • Tile • Linoleum • Laminate  
Sales & Expert Installation • Personal Service

401-943-2600
310 Atwood Ave., Cranston, RI 02920

1278 Park Ave., Cranston, RI 02910
www.nardolillofh.com

401-942-1220

www.ralphscatering.com

Short Term Rehab 
Long Term Care 
Dementia Care

Pulmonary Rehab Program 
in Development

admissions@morganrehab.com � �

80 Morgan Ave 
Johnston, RI 02919

P 401.944.7800
F 401.944.6037

HENRY OIL CO., Inc.
Fuel Oil • Diesel • Gasoline • Sales • Installation • Service

675 Hartford Ave., Providence, RI | 401-521-0200 | fax: 401-521-5709 | www.henryoil.com
CARMINE H. DiSANTO | henryoilco@verizon.net | Free Estimates

No. Providence 
Tire & Auto Center

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE
ALL TIRE BRANDS

                        -  R.I. INSPECTION
1968 Mineral Spring Avenue

No. Providence, R.I. 02904 
Ph: 231-6868 | Mark, Sal & Robert Laurito

J & E Mechanical
Contractors Inc.

YOUR HVAC CONTRACTOR
FOR COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

401-714-0760
www.jandemechanical.com

Parishioners

WORSHIP

WITH US

Free Estimates • Financing Now Available!
James Fusco • PO Box 19475, Johnston, RI

www.kwikplumbingri.com • kwikplumbingoffi  ce@gmail.com
O: 401-231-7798 • C: 401-639-1047 • MPF2556 MP#1309

Plumbing & Heating Inc.

• Bathroom Remodeling
• Service Contracts
• Boiler Repair
• Water Heaters
• Gas or Oil
• Drain Cleaning Services

GREAT VIEW RI LANDSCAPING LLC
Lawn Maintenance • Mulch • Pruning
Shrub Trimming • Spring/Fall Cleanups

401.699.2801

401-943-6690 | 270 Atwood Ave., Cranston
www.oceanprideseafoodri.com

Fresh Fish
Delivered Daily

Full Cooked Menu
available Fridays

till 7 PM for Take Out
SPECIALSPECIAL

2 Fish & Chips
for $22.00

Paula Gallant
Real Estate Professional

Speaks Fluent Portuguese 
& Spanish

401-465-1513
pgallant31@gmail.com

(401) 696-4904

Cabinet MakerCabinet Maker
KitchensKitchens

Quality Cabinet Refacing
Custom Countertops

Light Carpentry
Insured LIC# GC-50635

Rosaries and Keepsakes
made from your special fl owers

Family owned & operated 
for over 40 years!

walk-ins • mail orders • call
Weddings • Funerals • Communions • Gift
1215 Main Street | Unit 114 | Tewksbury MA

www.rosariesfromflowers.com
978-851-9103

Paula DeCubellis
RI & CT Licensed Realtor®
Th e Quinn Group
C: 401-265-8303 • O: 401-848-7827
W: pauladecubellis.weknowrhodeisland.com
E: PaulaDeCubellis.Realtor@gmail.com
922 Oaklawn Ave., Cranston, RI 02920

27
eisland com

RHODE ISLAND

Attention Bulletin Sponsors: If you are currently including 
small social media icons in your advertisement, please 
consider placing the Finding Faber icon also–it will tell 
parishioners you are participating and they can fi nd you 
in the app! Email advertise@jppc.net ask for Social Media 
Icons with Finding Faber (i.e.           )
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